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As noted in the preface, “Under the best of circumstances,
competent vascular surgeons will encounter a myriad of complica-
tions in the management of their patients.” This fact cannot be
overstated. One of the most difficult aspects of vascular surgery and
percutaneous intervention is how to deal with and avoid the
complications that can occur with these often elderly, debilitated,
sick patients.
This text is a superb compilation of problems and potential
complications that can befall the vascular surgical patient during
work-up, diagnosis, and therapeutic treatment. Most notably, this
edition adds numerous chapters on the complications of endovas-
cular diagnostic and therapeutic techniques as well as those com-
plications that can occur with open surgery. The range of topics
covered is impressive, including such disparate but useful subjects
as sclerotherapy, thoracic outlet syndrome, and anticoagulant ther-
apy. The discussions in each chapter are frank, informative, and
clinically applicable. Unlike in most textbooks, the discussions of
the topics are straightforward and are invaluable to the practicing
vascular surgeon.JOThe chapters on open vascular surgical techniques and their
complications have been expanded from the previous edition and
the citations updated. The authors give an excellent overview of
numerous potential options once the complications occur. Some
of the most notable additions to the second edition are the
complications of the endovascular techniques. These chapters were
extremely useful; one recommendation for this text is that they
expand upon this in the future as many of the chapters only
touched upon some of the potential risks and rescue maneuvers
that are needed in order to maintain patency and safety for these
ever increasing alternatives.
All in all, this is an indispensable book that is excellently
written, well edited and comprehensive. It is a useful reference
source for all practicing vascular surgeons as it can provide guid-
ance in the care of patients who have had untoward complications
after vascular intervention.
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